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Sermon Notes  
St Mark's Anglican Church  

South Hurstville 

Children's Christmas Service 

24 December 2012 

Preacher 

Bruce Woodhouse 

Readings:  Luke 2. 8-14 

 
A welcoming king 

 
Caesar Augustus 
A true giant of history. 
 
The man behind Pax Romana, the expansion of the empire into Africa, Germania, Hispania, the 
mighty roads, the army of 28 Legions of 150,000 and great builder of the city of Rome. 
 
He is in this story as the driver of the action. He issues decrees and people move, armies march and  
things happen. He is praised, honoured and obeyed. He bends history. 
 
Yet out in the perimeter there is another giant of history born as all are born...yet maybe not. In a 
humble start history is also bending but in a strange way. The miracle of the Christmas birth is not 
just the who but the where. This King will be an upside down King. It is here from the first...no 
palace, no  army, no robes.   
 
Instead the mighty army that sweep in to stand by and watch heaven break onto earth are only 
shepherds. 
 
Here they are. Practical, poor and tough they are here in the front row seats. Men with little learning 
and ones who live on the fringes...they are here to be the first witnesses. Shepherds lived apart from 
society, being largely nomadic. It was mainly a job of solitary males without children. Shepherds 
were most often the younger sons of farming peasants who did not inherit any land. Yet here they 
are in the front row. What a start. Jesus born in Bethlehem, Son of great David will challenge many 
about justice, power and love.  The King of Kings is honoured by Shepherds first. 
 
History is bending in Bethlehem but not as we think. 
 
Humble people are specially invited to see God on earth. Our church bears witness to this core 
truth. But this day we gather to offer deep praise for the arrival of God’s son. This building is here 
as the church of this King born this way. And you and I, we know this is not our Church but His. 
 
We welcome you, The King of Kings welcomes you again to gather and  join with him now 
however he brings you. 
 
If  you come by here just once a month or once a year you are very welcome. However bright the 
candle of faith burns know that all are welcome here as the invitation to come and see this King is 
not from feeble man but from heaven itself. 
 
This day is not about weak humans making silly rules...this is the great invitation and how you  and 
your family respond...well that is the something above opinion and the approval of people. Please 
feel free to join us, help shape this community and be shaped by it.  
 
However and whatever is in your heart now, please know we are all most welcome here,  gathered 
around Jesus born in a manger and worshipped by shepherds. 
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Blessed are you, 
King Jesus born in Bethlehem 
That your cradle was so low 
That shepherds, 
Poorest and simplest of earthly folk, 
Could yet kneel beside it, 
And look level-eyed into the face of God. 
Here they come, people out on the perimeter who come the centre of the stage – what an 
extraordinary start this is. 
Indeed it is said 
Gory to God in the highest heaven and on earth peace among those whom he favours. 

_____________________________ 


